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TWENTY YEARS OF WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY
INITIATIVES: ARE WE DOING BETTER?
DETAILS
WHEN
Tuesday, February 11, 2020
WHERE
Michael A. Fitts Auditorium | Penn Law
3501 Sansom Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104
USA
PLANNER
Chris Welsh
WEBSITES
CERL HOMEPAGE

AGENDA
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm

Registration

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm

Welcome Remarks

1:45 pm – 3:30 pm

Panel 1: Status-Check on WPS Initiatives in the United States

3:00 pm – 3:15 pm

Break

3:15 pm – 4:30 pm

Panel 2: International Efforts to Promote WPS Initiatives – What Now?

4:30 pm – 6:00 pm

Keynote Address: The Paul G. Haaga, Jr. Lecture in Law, Government,
and Public Policy

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Reception

This program has been approved for 2.5 ethics CLE credits for Pennsylvania lawyers. CLE credit may
be available in other jurisdictions as well. Attendees seeking CLE credit should bring separate payment
in the amount of $100.00 ($50.00 public interest/non-profit attorneys) cash or check made payable
to The Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania.
THE PAUL G. HAAGA, JR. LECTURE IN LAW, GOVERNMENT, AND PUBLIC POLICY

Driving Change through Red Tape:
Policymaking in the World's Biggest Bureaucracy

This keynote session will consist of a “fireside chat” discussion with Ms. Michèle Flournoy. As the U.S.
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy from February 2009 to February 2012, Ms. Flournoy was the
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principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense in the formulation of national security and defense policy,
oversight of military plans and operations, and in National Security Council deliberations. During that
time, the United States was debating how to formulate a National Action Plan as required by Resolution
1325 while contemplating potential changes to U.S. strategy and operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.
These shifts raised questions relevant to the Resolution, including how to involve women in peace building
and stabilization efforts, as well as how to integrate more gender diversity into America’s own defense and
diplomacy cadres and activities abroad. Through this chat we will explore Ms. Flournoy’s experiences in
developing and implementing cutting-edge U.S. defense policy and her leadership in security strategy.
This program has been approved for 1.5 ethics CLE credits for Pennsylvania lawyers. CLE credit may be available in
other jurisdictions as well. Attendees seeking CLE credit should bring separate payment in the amount of $60.00
($30.00 public interest/non-profit attorneys) cash or check made payable to The Trustees of the University of
Pennsylvania.
OVERVIEW
In 2000, the United Nations Security Council unanimously passed Resolution 1325, which reaffirmed the importance of women in
preventing and resolving violent conflict and in maintaining stable peace processes. All of Resolution 1325’s mandates relate to one
of “four pillars” of women’s roles in the prevention and resolution of conflict:
Participation: Increasing participation of women at all levels of decision-making in domestic and international institutions and
conflict resolution efforts.
Protection: Protecting individuals from sexual and gender-based violence.
Prevention: Strengthening women’s legal rights; improving legal and other strategies to prevent violence against women, including
domestic and international prosecutions for sexual violence.
Relief and Recovery: Advancing the ability of decision- and policymakers to address relief and recovery crisis measures through a
gendered lens.
In recognition of the Resolution’s impending twentieth anniversary, this one-day public symposium seeks to introduce participants to
Women, Peace, and Security (“WPS”) initiatives advancing these pillars and explore how far have we have come towards realizing
the Resolution’s goals.
The first of its two panels will address WPS initiatives in the United States, defining the term and engaging in a status-check on the
implementation and realization of the US National WPS Action Plan, the 2019 US Strategy on Women, Peace, and Security, and
recent US WPS legislation. The second panel will address international efforts to further Resolution 1325 goals, reflecting on the core
recommendations of the 2015 UN study on SCR 1325’s implementation and comparative global progress.
The symposium will conclude with a keynote fireside chat with Michèle Flournoy – a leader in the national security space who has
worked to promote gender equality and women’s participation in military and civilian national security positions at home and abroad.

~E~mt~~~
Office of International Programs
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TWENTY YEARS OF WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY
INITIATIVES: ARE WE DOING BETTER?
AGENDA

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

Registration

1:30 PM - 1:45 PM

Introduction

1:45 PM - 3:00 PM

Panel 1: Status-Check on WPS Initiatives in the United States

♦

Implementation of Resolution 1325 initially faced significant hurdles in the United States,
including Congressional concerns that implementation could allow the United Nations to
infringe upon U.S. sovereignty. After years of Congressional obstinance, in 2011 President
Obama took matters into his own hands and issued Executive Order 13595, which outlined
a U.S. approach to the Resolution’s four pillars. An initial National Action Plan soon
followed. After this comparatively late start, the United States has been playing catch-up to
implement the Resolution’s goals. But in just a few short years, WPS has gained bipartisan
support in Congress and beyond. Indeed, in 2017 President Trump signed the Women,
Peace, and Security Act into law.
Potential issues to be explored by this panel include the following: How does current U.S.
government programming comport with both the WPS Act and the original aims of the U.S.
National Action Plan? Has U.S. WPS policy remained consistent? What are key “action
items” identified the WPS Act? How is the United States integrating WPS training into its
military and civilian education and national security strategy? Do additional hurdles remain
to U.S. implementation of WPS initiatives? Mindful that the next Presidential WPS strategy
due in 2021, what are the United States’ strengths and weaknesses on WPS that should be
addressed?
Amb. Melanne Verveer, The first U.S. Ambassador for Global Women’s Issues, Executive
Director of the Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security
Ms. Jenna Ben-Yehuda, CEO and President of Truman National Security Project;
Founder of the Women’s Foreign Policy Network
Professor Joan Johnson Freese, Professor of National Security Affairs at the U.S. Naval
War College. Author of Women, Peace and Security: An Introduction
Ms. Angelic Young, Director of Training for Law Enforcement, Anti-Defamation League
Ms. Lyric Thompson, Director of Policy and Advocacy at the International Center for
Research on Women
3:00 PM - 3:15 PM

Break

3:15 PM - 4:30 PM

Panel 2: International Efforts to Promote WPS Initiatives – What Now?

♦

This panel will explore the successes and challenges of international efforts to further
Resolution 1325’s goals. In recognition of the Resolution’s fifteenth anniversary milestone,
the Security Council commissioned a comprehensive study of the its global best practices,
action priorities, implementation challenges, and related emerging trends. The subsequent
meeting that reviewed the study included the “best-attended open debate in the history of
the Security Council.” But the enthusiasm of that attendance belies ongoing difficulties in
its implementation. For example, as of December 2018, only 40% of UN Member States
had adopted a National Action Plan for implementation.
Potential issues to be explored by this panel include the following: What accounts for the
gap between purported government interest in WPS issues and formal adoption of
government National Action Plans? Are the Resolution’s goals helping or hurting
advancement of the rule of law internationally? Which states are making the most progress
towards implementing the goals? Which states are lagging further behind? Are the 2015
UN Global Study recommendations being followed? What should the Security Council do to
help promote the Resolution’s goals? How has foreign direct investment and foreign aid
helped or hindered advancement of the goals?
Ms. Funmi Balogun, South Sudan Country Representative for U.N. Women
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Keynote: Driving Change through Red Tape: Policymaking in the World’s

♦

Biggest Bureaucracy

The Paul G. Haaga, Jr. Lecture in Law, Government, and Public Policy
This keynote session will consist of a “fireside chat” discussion with Ms. Michèle Flournoy.
As the U.S. Under Secretary of Defense for Policy from February 2009 to February 2012,
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Ms. Flournoy was the principal advisor to the Secretary of Defense in the formulation of
national security and defense policy, oversight of military plans and operations, and in
National Security Council deliberations. During that time, the United States was debating
how to formulate a National Action Plan as required by Resolution 1325 while
contemplating potential changes to U.S. strategy and operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.
These shifts raised questions relevant to the Resolution, including how to involve women in
peace building and stabilization efforts, as well as how to integrate more gender diversity
into America’s own defense and diplomacy cadres and activities abroad. Through this chat
we will explore Ms. Flournoy’s experiences in developing and implementing cutting-edge
U.S. defense policy and her leadership in security strategy.
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Reception

♦
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